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CONPIDENTIAL THE HAGUE 3284 

SECDEF FOR SECRETARY SCHLESINGER 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: MCAP, NL, NATO 

SUBJECT: PONMIN VAN DER STOEL'S COMMENTS ON PRESENT 
STATUS OP DUTCH DEPENSE PLAN 

1. DURING MEETING WITH AMBASSADOR ON JULY 1 PONMIN 
VAN DER STOEL DEPENDED NETHERLANDS LONG-TERM DEFENSE 
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PLAN STATING THAT PICTURE WAS NOT RPT NOT GLOOMY AND 
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NO ALARM WAS NECESSARY. RATHER, GON HAD MOVED TO 
RESTRUCTURE AND PLACE OVERALL NETHERLANDS DEFENSE ON 
A MUCH SOUNDER BASIS.. 

2. VAN DER STOEL RFC AT .TED THAT THE DEN UYL GOVERNMENT 
HAD INHERITED A DIFEICULT POSITION BECAUSE INVESTMENT 
DECISIONS CONCERNING DEENESE HAD BEEN POSTPONED EOR 
MANY YEARS. THUS, A CONTINUATION OF PRIOR PROGRAMS 
WOULD HAVE GIVEN ONLY THE SEMBLANCE BUT NOT THE REALITY 
OF THE NETHERLANDS' ABILITY TO PEREORM ITS NATO- ASSIGNED 
TASKS. VAN DER STOEL ALSO REITERATED COMMENTS MADE 

BY NETHERLANDS PERMREP IN BRUSSELS, RESPONSIVE TO ALLIED 
CRITICISM, THAT (A) GON WOULD DO NOTHING TO REDUCE ITS 
PEACTIME STRENGTH WHILE MBFR TALKS ARE IN PROGRESS; 

(B) GON HAS NOW DECIDED TO FINALIZE, MECHANIZATION OF THE 
FIFTH DIVISIION; AND (C) GON DOES NOT PLAN TO DISSOLVE 
ITS HAWK SQUADRONS BUT SIMPLY TO RELOCATE SOME OF THEM 
TO PROTECT ITS AIR FIELDS IN THE NETHERLANDS. HE ADDED 
THAT SINCE THE FRG STILL APPEARS TO BE UNHAPPY WITH 
THE RESULT, GON IS PREPARED TO CONSULT FURTHER ON THE 
MATTER. 

3. GON, ACCORDING TO VAN DER STOEL, FEELS THAT ALLIES 
DID NOT TAKE INTO CONSIDERATION CERTAIN POSITIVE 
ELEMENTS, NOTABLY THAT GON HAS SAFEGUARDED ITS PROGRAM 
OF INVESTING AND IN SOME RESPECTS IMPROVING IN CAPITAL 
IMPROVEMENTS FOR DEFENSE PURPOSES; AND HAS IMPROVED 
THE MOBILIZATION POSSIBILITIES OF CERTAIN OF ITS 

ARMED FORCES ELEMENTS. MOREOVER, DEN UYL GOVERNMENT 
HAS BROKEN WITH PRECEDENT BY AUTHORIZING MINISTER OF 
FINANCE TO MAKE AVAILABLE ADDITIONAL FUNDS FOR MOD 
TO EXPEND IN THE EVENT THAT PAY INCREASES REQUIRE AN 
AUGMENTATION BEYOND THE PRESCRIBED ANNUAL BUDGET. 
SUMMARIZING, VAN DER STOEL EMPHASIED THAT THE NETHER- 
LANDS HAD NOT FAILED IN ITS COMMITMENTS TO THE ALLIANCE 
AND DOES NOT INTEND TO DO SO IN THE FUTURE. 

4. FOREIGN MINISTER CONCLUDED BY NOTING THAT "BY 
COINCIDENCE" AMBASSADOR VAN LYNDEN WAS SCHEDULED TO SEE 
SECDEF SCHLESINGER JULY 2 TO OUTLINE THE PRESENT STATUS 
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OF DUTCH DEFENSE THINKING ALONG THE LINES VAN DER STOEL 
HAD JUST GIVEN THE AMBASSADOR. 

GOULD 
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